First Thoughts

David Hull, Pastor

Happy Birthday!

You are 200 years old, you know. Now that
does sound old, doesn't it? In fact you are
older than the state of Alabama. You are
older than the Southern Baptist Convention.
You have been around a long time!

Happy Anniversary!

You have been in a committed relationship
for 200 years. Bound by the covenant of the church, our lives are
connected together — and that connection has lasted longer than any
marriage ever could.

You are First Baptist Church, and this is your birthday and your
anniversary. The celebration now officially begins. Sunday we start a
year-long observance of our 200 years of life and relationship. Over
those 200 years we have gathered in five different buildings for
worship and Bible Study. Beautiful paintings of those buildings will be
dedicated in worship this Sunday. Our theme of “The Footprints
Continue” and our theme Scripture verses of Hebrews 12: 1-2 will
guide our worship this Sunday morning. | hope that you can be



Ministry Calendar

Sunday, January 18

FBC D-Now/CLC 6:00—9:00 AM
First Fellowship 8:15 AM
Bicentennial Kickoff
Library Open 9:00—9:15 AM
Sunday School 9:15 AM
FBC D-Now/Chapel 9:15 AM
Library Open 10:15-10:30 AM
Sanctuary Worship 10:30 AM
Bicentennial Kickoff
Library Open 11:40 AM-12:00 PM
Bicentennial “In the Beginning” 2:30 PM
Program and Dessert/FH
Youth Band/ Reh/309,310 3:00 PM
Boy Scouts Comm/342 4:00 PM
1809 Fun & Games/CLC 4:00 PM
Bicentennial “In the Beginning”
Banquet and Program”/FH 6:00 PM
Monday, January 19
Women’s BSF/118 4:45 AM
Hallelujah Choir/CR 10:30 AM
Men’s BSF/Chapel,Parlor,?;rd Floor 5:00 PM
Heritage Ringers/342 7:00 PM
Tuesday, January 20
Spiritual Formations Grp./Parlor 7:00 AM
Tues. Morn. Intercess./242 7:00 AM
Ministers’ Mtg./Parlor 9:00 AM
Staff Mtg./Parlor 10:30 AM
Faith Dev. Staff/Parlor 11:00 AM
A20 Rehearsal/FH 5:00 PM
Grief Share/CLC 6:00 PM
Boy Scouts, Trp. 70/312 6:30 PM
Webelo Cub Scouts/313 6:30 PM
Wednesday, January 21
Precepts Bible Study/342 9:00 AM
Library Open 10:00 AM—1:00 PM
Library Open 3:00—5:00 PM
Young Musicians Handbells/329 4:00 PM
Supper/FH 4:45 PM
Congregational Life Comm/114 5:00 PM
Missions Strategy/Parlor 5:00 PM
M&M/2™ and 3™ Floor 5:25 PM
Bible Study/108 5:30 PM
Men’s Bible Study/118A 5:30 PM
Orchestra/Sanct, 141 5:30 PM
Lift-Off/309-310 5:30 PM
Trustees/117 5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/FH 5:45 PM
Matrix/309-310 7:00 PM
Sanctuary Choir/CR 7:00 PM
Young Adult Bible Study/107 8:00 PM
Thursday, January 22
“Moms in Touch”/Parlor 8:00 AM
ESL/First Floor 9:00 AM
WEE/Chapel 9:30 AM
Music Staff Mtg/Parlor 10:30 AM
“Daybreak” Reh./FH 5:30 PM
Friday, January 23
Men’s BSF/Parlor 4:45 AM
Fellowship Club Day Trip 10:30 AM
Saturday, January 24
Korean School/3rd Floor 8:00 AM

Ladies’ Retreat
January 23,24,25
Fort Payne, AL

Missions and Outreach

Mike Pearce, Minister of Missions and Outreach

A Great Start to the New Year

With the start of a new year this may be a time to make some

commitments to enhance your spiritual walk with God. We all know

the importance of the basics of Bible study and prayer. As you ponder

the fortifying of your spiritual journey, remember that a disciple is
*

incomplete without involvement in service and outreach. Make it a
priority this year to find several different opportunities to serve your
First Baptist Missions community and others. Of course making a commitment now to

participate in Serving the City on Saturday, April 18, would be a
natural choice. Along with service, pray about and decide on one person who does not have a
relationship to Christ to focus your care and concern on this year. Plan to go to lunch or
surprise them with a gift of kindness at unexpected times. Set up a schedule of ideas of
building that relationship with a heart of love.
Worthy goals — biblically sound — and an important part of becoming Christ-like in all we do.
Have a great 2009!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
First Baptist Church has needs for volunteer helpers almost every week to help with the many
ministries within our church from assisting in the church office with mail-outs to preparing
worship guides. If you have some time during the week that you could give, if you like
fellowshipping with other people, then this ministry is for you.
Kay Gover is our Team Leader

She would be delighted to talk with you and help you find a place to serve.

Choose one of three easy ways to join....
Email Mark Seanor - Mark@fbchsv.org
Call the Adult Ministry Office at 428-9403
Or contact Kay Gover at 536-8317

MARRIAGE WORKSHOP

MARRIAGE WORKSHOP OFFERED BY THE VINE — Come and explore how marriage
best fulfills its God-given purpose as it is lived out in a three-way covenant between God,
husband and wife. Marriage as a Three-Strand Cord is a biblically based consideration of
this covenant. The workshop led by Drs. Jack and Amanda Ragland, will be Friday,
January 30" from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The cost is $25.00 per couple and includes dinner and
a program. For more information, or to register, please contact The Vine (256-461-8580),
website (www.vinepcc.com).

MARRIAGE CONSULTS OFFERED BY THE VINE — A Marriage Consult provides
opportunity for you and your spouse to evaluate your marriage, to name your strength and
to discover areas for growth using questionnaires and conversation with a Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist. This is intended as a safeguard for even healthy
marriages. For more information contact The Vine (256-461-8580) or check our website
(www.vinepcc.com).

TRIP TO WASHINGTON, DC - OUR NATION’S CAPITAL
May 14 - 19, 2009 (Thursday - Tuesday) - Cost is $525 *
$75 Due Upon Sign-up  *Price per person, based on double occupancy.
Add $170 for single occupancy
FOR MORE INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS CONTACT:
Adult Ministry Office @ 428-9400. Final Payment Due: 3/8/2009



Recreation

Lee Deutschendorf, Ministry Intern
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The beginning of a new year is always a wonderful time to renew your commitment to get
in shape. FBC’s Christian Life Center offers a number of opportunities to help you improve
your health. We have a variety of weekly aerobics classes to meet your specific needs.
Below is a list of the classes we offer:

Hi/Lo Aerobics — 9:00-10:00am (Mon, Wed, Fr)
Step Aerobics — 5:30-6:30pm (Mon, Tues, Thurs)
Seniorcize — 9:00-10:00am (Tues, Thurs)
Aikido Self Defense — 6:30-7:30pm (Tues, Thurs)
'L:’ne Dancing — 9:00-11:30am (Mon)
We also have an exercise room full of weight and aerobics equipment,
including exercise bikes, spin bikes, and treadmills. The CLC has basketball

and racquetball courts, as well. For more information, call 428-9445; or take a tour of
the CLC on your computer by visiting www.fbchsv.org/recreation.

SCRAPBOOKING

The next scrapbooking event will be held on Friday, February 13%" at
the CLC. Please contact Kay Bugg if you are interested, 828-2700 or

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDIES

Priscilla Shirer Study -
"He Speaks to Me: Preparing to Hear From God"

In this study, Priscilla shows us how God spoke to Samuel and how He
speaks to Christians today.

7-week study - Tuesday mornings

Beginning Tuesday, January 27

9:00 to 11:00 - Room 342

Childcare available on request.

Call Donna Lehman at 536-9003 to sign up.

Precept Bible Study
This class is the 4th part of the study of Revelation, but each part stands alone. So if anyone

is interested in taking it, you are welcome to join in. The class will run from January 21 until
May 7, taking off the week of Spring Break. Time is 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 in Room 342. If
someone needs info, please contact Kennie Worlund at kworlund@comcast.net or 539-
4275.

FYI
Menu

Wednesday, January 21

Adults
Chicken-Fried Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Roll - Dessert

Salad
Grilled Chicken Salad
(Reservations for salad must be turned
in by noon on Wednesday.)

Kid’s Meal
Pizza, Fruit, Cookie, Milk

PLEASE NOTE
Youth Choir will not meet this Sunday
afternoon, January 18, due to the
Bicentennial Kickoff events and D-Now.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Week #15—January 11, 2009

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR ESL

English as a Second Language ministry would greatly benefit from donated cakes and/or
money donations for our coffee breaks. The students prefer simple cakes that don't have
frosting, such as different flavored pound cakes. If a monetary donation is more
convenient, $30 covers what we would purchase. PLEASE consider doing this as a
Sunday School, small group or even as a family. Our budget is very limited and this
would help the monies we have to stretch through May.

Please contact Tina Darby 837-5699 if you would like to help.

Year-to-Date Goal: $1,415,981.00
Offering:
This Week $50,715.53
YTD $1,461,174.40
Debt Retirement:
This Week $520.00
YTD $32,234.72
ATTENDANCE
January 11, 2009
Sunday School
Preschool 100
Children 140
Students 118
Adults 696

Brookdale—Regular Attenders 23
New Members —

Visitors 28
TOTAL 1105
Worship Services
First Fellowship 340
Sanctuary Worship 757
TOTAL 1097
THANKS

A thank you note has been received
from Johnnie Barnes and family.
This has been placed on the bulletin
board across from the Church Office.
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When Dr. John Ingle Riddle was President of Judson College (one of the oldest Women'’s
Colleges in the U.S.) he was famous for the following quote in messages to the student body: “With
patience, perseverance, and a bottle of sweet oil the snail finally reaches Jerusalem.” Students believed
that was his way of encouraging them to stay the course until it was time to celebrate graduation. Your
Bicentennial Celebration Committee can relate to that statement. We are happy the time has finally
come for past and present members to begin celebrating the 200th anniversary of First Baptist Church.

As we have reflected over the history of this great church we realize even more what a blessing it
is for all of us to be here, at this church, at this time. We have so much to celebrate but we also have a
challenge before us as a Body of Christ to continue the work He has called us to do.

The “Footprints” began on the banks of the Flint River on June 3, 1809 with a small group of
pioneers, and it is unlikely that small group dreamed the church would grow, with God’s guidance, to the
large congregation it is today with over 3,000 members. Members of First Baptist Church are involved in
missions locally, in the state of Alabama, in numerous states throughout the U.S., and in many foreign
countries. God has blessed First Baptist with visionaries and those who answered the call to serve in
these varied mission opportunities.

We trust you will take advantage of all the worship services that have been planned for you
throughout 2009 and that you will be blessed by your participation. Information regarding these worship
services is available throughout the church, on the website, and you will read about them regularly in the
“Messenger.” The Committee asks you to pray that everything that is done to celebrate our 200th anni-
versary will glorify God and point others to Him.

While this truly is a time to celebrate our past and the present it is also a time for us to continue
the “Footprints” of service, missions, and evangelism so future generations will know the One who has
made First Baptist Church what it is today. There is so much work to be done and it is our prayer that we
“will run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”

Thank you for the honor of serving you through the Bicentennial Celebration Committee.

Patty Atherton



UNIQUE “QUILTS” ARE CREATED TO HELP CELEBRATE
200 YEARS OF HUNTSVILLE'S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Combining skills common to frontier housewives with those of modern Huntsville technologists, a group of
Huntsville First Baptist members -- mostly women -- have created unique wall hangings that are central decora-
tions for the church’s bicentennial celebration.

They have designed and fabricated huge “quilts” that are displayed on both sides of the tall organ pipes
which adorn the front of the 65-foot-tall sanctuary.

They aren't quilts in a conventional sense. Rather they are 12x18-foot quilted hangings that mimic the rain-
bow in color and complement the bright colors of the 32-foot high stained glass windows that line the sanctuary
walls.

First Baptist was formed June 3, 1809 and is the oldest missionary Baptist body in Alabama, a decade
older than the state. The theme of the year-long 200™ birthday observance is “The Footprints Continue,” which is
artistically depicted on the hangings as human footprints of increasing size from one quilt to the other. The theme
wording, along with the biblical reference, appear on banners apart from the quilted hangings.

The idea of the quilts originated with Glenn Brown, a member of the Bicentennial Observance Committee
who has a designer’s eye. He presented his thought to Mrs. Janis Warman, a church member who is known as an
experienced quilter and who has made banners for the church in the past. They devised a design that would com-
plement the sanctuary and particularly the dominant colors. “Glenn designed this on his computer and selected
the proper colors, then we measured the sanctuary spaces available and determined the appropriate sizes,” Mrs.
Warman said.

With the help of Mrs. Warman'’s grandson, William Bugg, footprints were designed in proper prospective.

“With Glenn’s design | sat down with large graph paper and put the design into 12-inch squares, making
the quilts 12 squares across and 18 squares vertically,” Mrs. Warman stated. Next she took the design to a pro-
fessional machine quilter to assure that the unusual size could be accommodated. From past experience she
knew that cotton fabric for the top and backing would be best, with batting in between. Volunteer workers were so-
licited, and many offered fabrics from their own collections, while other pieces were purchased.

A work space in the church’s Christian Life Center was reserved for up to four weeks. Stitching began on
October 13, 2008, and 17 days later that important phase of the work was completed on the second and final quilt.
The quilts were then taken to a professional machine quilter who created the design of the footprints on her com-
puter and stitched them onto the quilts. Seventeen First Baptist women participated in the project, accruing a total
of 1,200 hours of work in the process, which included the binding and the placement of sleeves on the backs for
hanging purposes.

Principal workers on the project, in addition to Janis Warman, were Hannah Alderson, Janice Allison, Ann
Bailey, Kay Warman Bugg, Denise Carter, Joyce Freisen, Carelese Hinton, Beth Hoffman, Deborah Mason, Hallie
McDavid, Linda Nowlin, Mary Ann Prince, Bettye Pugh, Sara Stokes, Libby Whisenant, and Pat Williams. Oth-
ers who helped with supplies and provided “wonderful goodies” were Ann Clinton, Amy Walker and Mary Reeder.

For posterity’s sake, a fabric label was placed on the back of each quilt, briefly telling the story of the pro-
ject and naming the participants.

(By Joe Jones, Historian)

(Editor's Note: This article was written for the forthcoming FBC history book, due in June 2009. and is reproduced
here in connection with the hanging of the quilts.)
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Family Matters

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

Rick & Cindy Maxwell in the loss of his
sister and Rob, Hannah, and Susan
Maxwell, in the loss of their aunt, Phyllis
Cook

Woody & Linda Williams in the loss of his
aunt, Annie Ruth Williams

Experienced Adult Ministry

Mark Seanor, Minister to Experienced Adults

Golden Anniversary Celebration
February 12, 2009

Tell Us Your Story of 50+ Years of Marriage

On Thursday, February 12", at a special dinner and program, we will
honor and celebrate those First Baptist couples who have been

married 50+ years. In order to help us celebrate this milestone, your help is needed. Here

is how you can help.

Instructions:

Answer a minimum of two or more of the following questions about those early years.
The fifth question is a must.

Use no more that 175 words.

Electronic copies are preferred; however, if you are not able to e-mail your answers
you may turn in a written copy. (sherry@fbchsv.org)

The deadline for submitting your answers will be Sunday, January 25", 2009.
January 25", 2009 is also the deadline for photos of your wedding day. (these will be
scanned and returned)

The questions are:

1. Where and when did you marry?

2. Where and how did you meet?

3. Where did you honeymoon and what song/music was special to you?
4

A humorous story or unusual event that occurred during dating, wedding, or
early marriage.
5. What are the key ingredients that have made your marriage successful?

STITCHING—SEWING—QUILTING!!

On Thursday, January 22, from 1:00 to
4:00 pm at our Christian Life Center
there will be an
interest meeting of
women who like to
stitch. Whether you
are stitching a

hem, doing
embroidery,
needlepoint, or quilting (machine or
hand stitching), please come and join in
the Fellowship and Fun of stitching with
other women.  We will talk about other
times and places to meet, fellowship,
and stitch.

Please contact Janis Warman at 880-
2058 or e-mail jawarman@hiwaay.net
if you are interested.

Tuesday Evenings — January 20 — April 14
6:00-7:30 p.m. - CLC
Registration: $15
Call 428-9400 or visit www.fbchsv.org for more information.
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S JOB CORPS

Christian Women’s Job Corps is in need of mentors for our upcoming spring
classes. Training for mentors will be held on Tuesday, January 20, in Room 333
of First Baptist Church from 6:00 — 8:30 pm.

If you are interested in learning more about mentoring, please contact Elaine
Dickson at 428-9435 or cwjc@cwijc.net

PARENTS’
NIGHT OUT

WHEN? February 6,, 6 —9 p.m.

WHERE? Main building of FBC for ALL
children
WHO?  Babies — 6 Grade

WHY? Kids just wanna’ have
fun! Parents can go out together.

HOW MUCH?  $5.00 per child,
maximum of $15.00 per family

HOW? Call Childhood Ministries office,
428-9411, no later than January 25th




